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MEDITATIONS. 2 14 | 


ON THE 7 
TWENTIETHand FIFTH. 


By one who had found how beneficial-i was to have the 5 
Soul continually placed upen Divine Objects, and |* 
therefore made choice of this P/2/ar, to rae _— | 
templations. 
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.T 1. E. P RE EA c E. 
Meri things- were writen ee 
time, were writen for our learn- 
ing, that Me ibro Patience and Com- 
fort of the. Seriptures might have Hope. 
Thit being conſidered; it is not Preſump- 
tion, bat Piety to improve the Hel ps and 
Means God bath given to the Uſe & End 
for which they: To given. GOD hath 
given to every man à Soul; ar well ar 
unto David; and „om every one, is. ex 
pected the Improvement of that Soul, pr 
portionally to the Gifts God hath bes ; 
it with: Though every one bath not five. 
Talents, yet where there ir hit one, the 
account of it is as ſeverely exalted; at . 
more; e teaches. us; how: careful Ne 6 
ſhonlil be; deyly to grow in Grace. Thorns * R 
fore, my Soul, baving by Experience funk | 
bow advantageous it hath, been to-thee; o. 
have thy: Thought well imployed;” gie | 


not o er meditating on the DivineW ord... 
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of which, cure the Soul, of "that natural 
- "Thirſt after temporal things, which can 


tis Devation! ol to eſe ent my e Fr 
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. I. 
Fear . hot e Feprilachi of any an 


come to Fits D \ if thou'didſt preſume 
above thy Capacitygn undertaking a Wark 
that i proper only to rboſe of greater n- 
derſtanding, ſeeing it ir uſefull for all thoſe 
who ſet themſelves to.ſeek'God. Commit 
then thy ſelf-to Him, to whom thou doeſt 


dlirect 0% Meditations : | Bleſs hir Name 


for having 'given ſuch an example to. fol- 


low, &. thee 4 deſere to follow it: Male 


aſe} then , of this Plalm, as 4 veſſel, that 
will bring water from the ſame Spiritual 
fountain, whence the Holy man drew 


Hir, even the Well of Life; The Mater 


never quench or ſatisfy, and increaſe its 


= Def res after. Eternal things. 


Give meleave, Lord, with David's words, c 0 that (og R 
| Uto 


—— ů —j 


© This, This, my Soul, 


I lift up my Soul. 


1. Unto thee, O Lord, do I lift my Shi 


as ĩt is for dull and heavy earth to fall. to theearth, whence 
it was raiſed: Therefore 10 Soul comeing from the 
ou 


T is as natural for pure and ſublimated creatures to aſcend 
it be directed, but unto 


05 Breath. of God, whither ſh 


Sod'? from him, it had its beginning; and in him, ſhould end- a 


And till then, ſhould never fix upon any other Object, but that 
Glorious Sun of Righteouſneſs,that my Eyes being dazled-with. , 
his Brightneſs, may be unfit to behold Earthly things axe Farth- 


| ly, but as Bleſſings from God, in which I may admire his Wiſe; 


m, Power, and Love. e 
muſt be thy only Object! and leſt 
thou ſhouldeſt be too low and dejected, I will liftthee up, with 


the conſideration of his Mercy, which thou haſt found in ſuch 


a meaſure, as cannot be expreſt: We may judge of Night by 
Day, and of Day by Night, being oppoſit; But the darkeſt 


Night he hath made Light, and never ecclipſed the Day, but 


when I have found it prove moſt for my good: Never did 
preſenr my Prayers fervently, to him, but I have found him 
the God that heateth Prayer: Therefore, unto Thee, O Lord, do 


And that I can do this, is a Mercy that equals, if nor tran- 


* 


Icends any other; For didſt not Thou, my God, draw me, it 
were impoſſible I could run after Thee: O ho gracious is the- 
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Meditatiaut on | 
© Lord? who gives us Grace and then receives back the « 
ok it, 48 if Ik Were öüf owt RIgHTSb UTC An TS W tdb fr. 
What Fruit can the Lord receive of all our ſervice? doth 
dur obedience exalr, his power, or our love his Glory? do not 
theſe and all other Chriſtian duties, only benefit our ſelves? ? yet, 
let not love to any thing but God himſelf, incline my Soul to 
aſcend ; for none are fit, O Lord, to be lift up to Thee, but ſuch 
who love Thee, more than their own Salvation. What is 
there ſo Celeſtial, as to communicate with Thee? Moſes's. 
face did ſhine with being near Thee; fo all who approach un- 
to Thee, gro glorious and inlightned with the Brightneſs 
of chat Splendor-that reflects from Thee: When do IT ever 
-ſpeak to the Lord with humble Confidence and holy Faith? 
| Burl have an anſwer ſo ſatisſy ing to my Soul, that nothing 
oc expreſs what it is to have it or want it; but Heaven or 
When my Soul is lifted up to Thee, O Lord, object of all 
Perfection, nothing can afflict me; Abſence of Friends, nor 
their Unkindneſs, the Calumnies where with I am reproach- 
ed, my being as a Pilgtim in a ſttange Land, none of theſe 
puniſhments, nor the Sins that do occaſion them, make me re- 
pine when Lam with Thee, My God, becauſe in Thee, I find 
Comfort in all conditions; For, in che worſt ſtate, which is 
in Sin, I find content, not with the - cauſe, but the effects; 
for by. thy Grace, the Devil is difappointed : For thou art 
pleaſed to open mine Eyes to ſee my Sin; and then, thou 
bumbleſt me; and never dot chou humble me, but to exalt 


O Brobamp mms 


me, to triumph over Sin and Satan: What Soul can be partaker Wen 
of ſuch Mercy; and not be liſt up to The N 
In my Proſperity, I lift my Soul to Thee, to Praiſe Thee; SM 
and in my Adverſiiy, whither can I goe, but unto Thee for ATi 


help?--who-never faileſt them that ſeek Thee: Therefore they - 
hg nel me wil put their truſt in Ihe. 


As thou, O Lord, art pleaſed; to Incline my Soul to Thee. * | 
O let it be ſo fixed with” Thee, that nothing may ever draw it 2 


| _ he 25th Pam. 7 
to the World again; For Wich thee is life, and in thy . 
feli men repreſents umo'me the Antulneſs of my-patt 
lite; which being ſpent in Vanity, no wonder, it broughtvex= - 
ation of Spirit: O that I might now redeem the time, becaufe 
the former Days have been fo exceeding evil: Tho' I have had 
- long courſe in Sin; yet thou haſt let me fee, that I cannot 
dodutrun che bounds of thy Grace, which extends to my moſt 
boundleſs tranſgreſſions; O let me no more Sin becauſeè Grace 
abounds; but let thy Goodneſs lead me to Repentance. 
I confeſs 1 loved the World, tho' it did perſecute me to the 
Gates of Heaven: Many have. gone diſtracted, who never ſuf- 
- fered the half of the Injuries that I have; yet to the Glory of 
my God, I muſt acknowledge, I never knew true Joys till 1 
was gl penny e with Grief: When I was loſt to all the 
World, I was found by Thee, my good God; who haſt up- 
held me in my moſt deſolate condition, and ſhewed ſuch Mercy 
to my Soul, as if I had never ſinnd .. 
O bow happy are ey who may continue eyer with Thee, 
_ andare free of theſe Aſſaults which dayly Ido meet with: I am 
urrounded with corruption, with the ſnares of the World, and 
attempts of Satan, ſo that I am ſometimes ready to ſay, 6 
with the Prophets Servant, Alas! Maſter, what ſhalll do? But 
I lift my Soul to thee, and thou openeſt mine Eyes to ſee that 
there be more vrith me, than they that are againſt me: Thou 
Haſt taught me to call upon thee, when Jam in trouble, and 
haſt promiſed help: Tie was confidence will I ſay | 


2.My*GOD, I int in Thee, let me 
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not he aſbamed. Vet not my Enemies 
// gp: OO GH i 31.1 14 J + * 
20 Tiumph OVEr me. v Df F S200 9 | = 
ie af vol. 27 1s UNL 2. L100 en Ih Og HD 7 
Wiss fo-kuppy' as he, whoſe God is the Lord? But 
\'VY . who can appropriat God to himſelf? His Goodneſs 
1 4 | . \, | — | = Fr 19 


— 


ou A HR tag 
m4 9 . 


4+Y. 
* f 
wet 
= 
o 
1 


' 2 


wo 1 2 r 575 | 
Wm $8... - Meditations. on 
1 is not confined, to place, party, or perſon, but in every Nati- 
on, he that feareth Ow 2 5 Righteoufnes, is accepted 
with him: His being mine, takes not from others, for he can 
give himſelf — -0 much as unto me or any other: It is 
not with him as with E/4tzngb; whole love was divided be- 
tween two Wives, and loved one bettęr than the other All 
who are united unto him, are ſo perfectly beloved, and love 
one anocher ſo well, that none comptainof want, or envy what 
one another enjoys. 75 ene 
O gleſſed Compeltation !? Tlat ſuch an oe as L, can ſay My 
God; but how comes it Lord, That thou art mine? what 
- Tight have Ito Thee Thou arr all n that is vile; - 
were I in the State of Innocency, as at created, perfect at - 
ter thy Image, then might I call Thee my God; But now be- 
ing corrupt; fallen from that Glory, how dare I claim an In- 
tereſt in Thee as mine? _ _ ner 
O Bleſſed Saviour, this we owe to Thee who haſt redeemed 
to us our. loſt Inheritance; Thou becameſt our Brother, & ſaidſt 
o tell my Bretheren, I aſcend to my Father & your Father, 
* to my God and your God: Othe intmit Vertue and efficacy 
of the Blood of Zeſus! which makes ſcarlet Sinners, white 
And pure as Angels; O the mighty Power of his Grace ! That 
=. of Children of Wrath, makes us Heirs of God: It is then, 
© © by right in Him, that I haye this Liberty to call on Thee, and 
with confidence to ſay, r I'truft in thee 3 & Ido truſt in 
Thee, becauſe Thou art My God. 3 
Its rain to truſt in Men, ho cannot help themſelves, mueli 
leſs others, whoſe wants and Miferies they are very inſenſible 
| . of : But happy is he whoſe. Truſt is on God, who bath ſuch 
= 4h feeling of thetroubles of his People, as if the Appig.ot his 
1 Eye were. touched; and wha commands deliveruncts ta come, 
5 and they come at his word : This gives — in Tribulation 
Comfort and Content in all Wants and C nities, hen I dn 
Gy My GadT truſt in bee. 


4 
4 


2 — — — 


-© halt 1 not truſt in thee for the pen and my future being, 
fince thou waſt concerned in me, before T had a being: Thou 
didit ſeparat me from the duſt that is blown up and” down 
wick the Wind, to make me a living Creatute : Thou didit 
- Indue me with a Reaſonable Soul, capable in ſome meaſure 
to know thy Glorious Excellencies: Thou haſt diſcovered ro 
ms, thy excellent Perte$ions, and given me an Intereſt” in 
chem, through Chriſt: Thou haſtmor ſpared. thy own Son; Th 
yea, thou haſt given me thy ſelf, to be my God and, my ex- "WH 
ceeding great reward-z Shall T not ten truſt in thee for all - '2 1 ; 
i 


things e le ? | n N 
Ih! bodu art my God, I truſt in Thee, therefore with humble 2 
confidence will 1 addreſs and preſent my Petition: Let me not . 
be aſhamed, let not my Enemies triumph over me: 55 | "5 
Every one knows the plague of his own Heart, and there- 1 
fore 1 will further explain my Petition I have no Enemy 1 
but Sin, and its only Sin that cauſeth ſhame: Lord let t . 
Sin triumph over me, and then nothing can ever make ime 2 +108 
aſhamed: Its Sin ſeparats between God and me, and ſo my 3 
_ greateſt Enemy: Had I never Sinned, Thad never ſuftered any 2 / | | 
reproach, no not, fo much as by Suſpicion. _ 5 | 1 
KRighteous art thou O. Lord when plead with thee; yet, 2 
my me leave, OLord, to ask the Reaſon of this Judgement : co Ms 
Iwill enquire no further: for it was my Sin, that I was too (|. 
well pleaſed with the vainOpinion of the World, that thought 
and believed me Vertuous, and perhaps 1did attribute all to 
my own diſeretion, and nothing to thee, who only didft  pre- | 
Jerve me both from Sin and ſhame; And therefore, to let mne 2] 
_ Tee the emptineſs of ſuch contentments, Thou haſt taken trem 1; 
me that wherein I ſo much gloryed, a vertuous tame, & made "oa | 
mea ſcorn to them that hate me. e e 
But though all this be come upon me, ye Thou art ſtill my 
God, & Ido truſt in the, becauſe 1 know thou canſt deliver 
me, when | am fit for a deliverance, an1 ſooner I will never 
deſire, it; I know, O Lord, i make thoſe that my 
aL, * 0 | 4 a | a | 
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10 Aedinatione o 
moſt triumphed. over me, . confeſs that they have Anned ind 


ing wrong to me: And that thou wilt own. me for thy ow, 1 1 
and tho' I have halted, thou canſt ſave me, and give me praiſe He 
and fame in every Land where I have been put to ſhame, fo =» 

that every one ſhall Tay hehold the Geodneſs of the Lord which ho! 

be doth manifeſt to thoſe that truſt in bim. 4 21 

a1 fs b 1 2 2 oth 

3. Tea les none be aſhamed that wait on || w: 

+. Thee: Let them be aſhamed that trans- a 
1 greſs without Cauſe. 2 * es 
_— d e not interceed only for my ſelf; but for thoſe: alſa, be 

. | 945 are part of me, as being thine ; even thoſe that wait 4 

. 0 : | on Thee. | f » | | * | * ' 

A „Ihe King is waiting on Thee, to be eſtabliſhed on His . e. 
14 AD Throne: Let him not be diſappointed of his Hope: let him fee, 11 
rtwthat Thou art preparing for him Mercy and Truth, to preſerve aer 
and exalt him to an higher Throne than his Anceſtors attain- my 
_—-: ed ; And that the ſteps by which he thall aſcend to it, are th 
1 — thy Power, Protection, and favour, turning the hearts of his Co 

| W people that his Reſtoration may be a Bleſsing to him and them 7 0 

I he Kingdom is waiting on thee, to be delivered from the int: 

| oppreſsion of the Enemy : let them nat be aſhamed, in what 5 il 

| they delire, bur, for what they deſerve: For many of them . GO 
1 have. been unfaithful in the Covenant, they have made with. 

1 . Thee; Therefore thou haſt ſet hard Task - Maſters over them, img 

But teach them, Lord, to wait on Thee, with Repentanct 
” . Faith and Patience, and then ſhal they not be aſhamed. - 3 
= | Many Priſoners and Captives, oppreſſed and perſecuted 2 
FEES wait on thee, O let not theRod of the wicked reft upon the | Gie 
= FEot of the Righteous, leſt they put furth their to Int} * 4 8 
Wich-, Many afflicted and diſconſolat Souls wait and long e 
1 . Ea the lifting up of thy Countenance : O let them ſee that it 
1 . 4. £ 5 . 8870 N T * — 5 : 18 
. | 5 a ; 
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be 251 Pfalm- 11 


: 5 not in vain to wait on thee: If thy abſenc ſodraw the 
Hear 


arts of thy Servants, and fix their thoughts ſo continualy 


on thee, that all things in the World are inſiped to them 


how much more ſhould . thy preſence unite my:Soul to thee, 
and make me look on the World and all that is in it, but, as 


2 Budble blown up with one Breath, and deſtroyed with an 


other : Shall they, to whom thou doſt only ſhew thy ſelf in 
wrath, exceed m2, to whom thou haſt revealed infinit mercy? 
ſhall they & more fervent in ſeeking what they have loſt, 
than IL, in preſervi ng what I have found ? O no, My Lord, that 
would be my ſhame indee l; but as, they wait for a return of 
mercy. fo, I wait for the continuance of it; And let none of us, I 
beſeech thee, be. aſhamed, FIRE 
But let them aſhamed that transgreſs without cauſe. 
Man fell unto God's diſpleaſure by his Diſobedience being 


tempted to it by the Devil; GOD pitied his con lition, 2 


ovided a Remedy, to reſtore him: 3 A poſtat Ang. 
tell before there was a Tempter, and fo tranſgreſſed without 
cauſe. They were in a High ry of Bletledneſs; which, 
had -never, admitted of a change, had it not proceeded from 


themſelves , their Habitation was not ſubjec to the Inftabili- 


ty of the human ſtate; Sin had not as yet entred into their 
dwellings; there was nothing among them, but the Bleſt Har- 


mony ot Peace and Love, till they grew proud of their ex- 
cellency, and amvirious of greater, even to be equal with 


GOD : Thus being exalted in their own Opinion, and abu- 


{img the bounty of GOD, they transgteſsed without cauſe, 


and were thruſt down to their Eternal thame and Contufion : 
Malice led them to tempt man tothe ſame Sin of Diſcontent 
and Pride, which was their fall; In which tho they-j revail- 
ed; Vet G0 D hath made their Malice a means, to bring 


Glory to himſelf, Salvation to man, but ſname and confuſion 
do them. une e eee e 
5 > | «xe 4 "- B 2 A * When. 
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12 Medtain ww 5 
When eyer Satan tempts me, let him be turned back wick E 
ſhame, and let me ever rejoyce in thy Salvation,” and evet ay 
watch and pray; for we are never, nearer falling, than when 
moſt ſeture; and never ſaſer than when we moſt diſtruſt 
our ſelv's. FFC 
There are who by injurious lies, have endeavoured to re- 
4 . me, I cannot ſay, that they tranigreſs without cauſes 
- , *>tor offending rhee, is cauſe enough; to make Megs Angels, . 
And all Creatures become my Enemies; yet, as tOmftele things. 
+ , they falſely lay to my charge, Thou Knowelt, they have 
trauſgreſſed without cauſe-: R Lite be Holy aud unbla- 
- meable, that my Actions may conture. their aſperſions, and 

my good Conſcience: & Converſation, filence their falſe Ac- 
cuſations; That they may be aſhamed: Then ſhall I not care, 

though all the Worldcondemn me, if thou wilt have Mercy 

on me and ſave me and to confirm this Grace; I will beg 


= 


another, 


4.  Shew me thy ways, O Lord, teach 
me thy Paths. 1 


Oe are not like Thy ways; ours are nothing but Sin 
mine nothing butSanctity:O ſhew me rhy ways, for have 
now found the Vanity, ſinfulnes and inſtability of my own: 
Lam weary of walking in the Paths of Sin, O that thou 
wouldſt lead me in the way of thy Commandments; None 
in Heaven or Earth can ſhew me the Way, or teach me as thou 
canſt; One Act of thine ſhall both open mine Eyes to ſee the 
Way, and inable me to walk in it : It is a narrow Way, hard 
to be found, but being once known, what is fo delightfull 
. - as to walk with Thee © Enoch walked with God and was not, 
for God took him, & tranſlated him to perfect Bleſſe, with- 
out ſeeing Corruption - a rulfl 


5 Wer Frm... 17: -* 
Fulfil thy promiſe in making me hear a Voyce behind me, 
ay ing, Thrs 1s the way, walk in it, when J turn to the Right 
Hand or the Left: For, Sin is on every Hand, but thy Way 
lies ſtraight and even, without turning any where but unto - 
Thee. NN | 
Tord ſhew me thy ways as thou art God, and teach me thy 
Paths as being Man : Thy way is the way of Holineſs, The 
unelean ſhall nor paſs over it, the way-faringMen thoughFools 
ſhall not err therein: This is the way Ideſire to walk in, 
Where my uncleaſ pollutions may never come, but thou being 
my Guide, I may never Err. 9 
HBleſſed Lord! Thy Paths were Paths of meeknes, Patience, Faith, 
& Love, O that thou wouldſt teach me to tread in thy Steps, 
Thou didſt ſuffer great contradiction of Sinners, yet when 
thou walt reviled, thou didſt not revile again: O that with 
Meeknes and Patience I might. bear the Croſs: Thou haſt 
ſaid, © Bleffed are ye, when Men ſhall revile you, and perſe- 
cute you, & ſay all manner of evil againſt you falſely for 
«my ſake : It were indeed matter of joy to me, to be counted 
worthy to ſuffer for thee; B t woe is me, all my ſuffering is 
for Sin: The World per ſecutes me, Men revile me & ſpeak e- 
vil of me; But 1 cannot ſay, falſely, for 1 am worſe than 
ey can call me; and it this be not enough to juſtify them, it 
is, to condemn me. 7 E 
Lord teach me the Path of Faith, and then ſhall I look a- 
bove the Cauſe, & the Effect; and find Occaſion to rejoyce in 
all my Tribulations : Thy Faith was ſuch, as none durſt fol- 
low, hadſt not Thou led the way, to ſay, my God my. God,” 
tho* he had forſaken thee: Teach me O Lord by this to find 
and ſee; that God is ſtill my God; though He withdraw him 
ſelf to the furtheſt part of Heaven, and leave me deſolat on 
Earth: For the Gifts of God are without Repentance: Have- 
ing given me Himſelf through Thee, He will with Thee, give 
me ali things that are moſt neceſſarv- Either he will give me 
ne Comfor:s of his Preſence; or elſe, Faith to ſuſtain me 3 
425 | 35 
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1 NMetlitations on py 
- his abſence; And of this I have had Experience : Lord teac!; 

ame to * thankfull, and to grow io that perfection Thou 

uireſt. bi. 2 Sh 

Lord, Idefire tkewiſeto tread in thy Path of Love; even to 
4ove my Enemies : -It is my Grief, and wo-is me that I have 
loved, & doated. upon my Sins, that are my greateſt Enemies 
But if I have any other, it is becauſe rhey Judgeme a Sinner; 
and They who hate me ſo, truly I will love them, becauſc 
I do hate the ſame thing they do. Sit 4 
O teach thou me to love Thee above the World, above 
Heaven, above my ſelf; and then, though thy Path lead me 
to be perſecuted dy Men, to be purſued to the Grave; Vea even 
to the Gates of Hell; yet Faith in all theſe conditions will 
Juſtain me, and give me an aſſurance of a ReſurreQion, if 1 
love Thee as my Saviour and my God, & follow Thee as my 
Guide. Therefore 1 732 8 


- 
- 


715 | „ 
5 Lead me in thy Truth and teach me, 
For thou art the God of my Salvation: 
On T hee do 1 wait all the Day. 
TFT is not enough, Lord, that Thou fhew and teach me thy 
1 Way & Path. bit 1 muſt pray Tree to lead me alſo, elſe I ſhall 
ſoon forget aud tall from what thou ſheweſt and teacheſt: 
But if thou lead me with thy Hand, I ſhall be ſure to know & 
keep thy Truth. . | Is, 
Lord, I will not ask Thee what is Truth, as Pilat, & then 
leave thee before thou halt informed me what it is: For all- 
ready, Thou haſt led me ſo far, as to let me ſee the Beauty 
of ir, which makes me 16 earneſ ly defire Thee, to teach me 
more; And fince Thou art the God ot-my Salvation, I know, 
Taou wilt deny me nothing that may further my Salvation. 
Thereſore, for the full maniſeſtation of this Truth, and to 


* 


the 25th Pfalm. 1 
conſirm this Mercy to my Soul, is that, for which, on thee 
Will 1 Wair alk the Day: e n 
My humble requeſt is, That thou wilt lead me in Thy Truth, 
and not into Temptation; But, if that be the way to know 
thy Truth, do wich me what thou pleaſeſt, only deliver me 
from evib leſt if 1 fall, my Enemies ſhould ſay, ro Thy 
teproach, as well as mine; © She truſted in the Lord; let him 
« deliver her : For there s nothing more frequent in the World, 
than wrong judgeing of the ways, which thou takeſt to pu- by 
rite thy ow: They who dedicat themſely's to thee, are care- 
full and circumſpett in all their wayes and Actions, ſo that 
willingly they would not offend thee, thetr God, nor be a 
ſtumbling Block to others; yet, ſometimes thou art pleaſed 
to let them fall, that thou mayſt humble them, and magnity - 
thy powes and Mercy, in raifing them, in pardoning and Re- 
ceiving them gracioufly, as if they had not fallen : Even in 
this God leads them, and is the God of their Salvation. This 
is the Ituch, which more and more I defire to learn: lt is 
Thy ſelf O Lord, 1 deſire to be led to; Thou art the way 
and the Truth; the Way that leads unto the Father, and the 
Truth revealed by the Spirit, Three in One; and. God of my 
Salvation, | F | 
How fir is jt for me to wait on thee: All my Springs are in 
thee, for, like a Clock, Thou windeſt me up ſtill, as the-weight 
of my corruption puls me down ; that I may know the times 
and Seaſons, and how variouſly thou diſpenſeſt thy Favours, 
making-Altictions; Occaſions of Joy; and turning Joy td 
( Bunn RATS EN | 
hen Iwill never ſay, what ſhould 1 wait for the Lord any lon- 
All- ger? dut L will wait all the Days of my Life, and think my 
uty telt happy, that 1 have leave to wait on thee: I will not. 


9 
. 
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4 urge my waiting on thee; as a Reaſon, Why Thou fhouldeſt 

ow, grant me what J ask; but as an incouragement to my ſelf, 

non. patiently to expect the accompliſhment of my defire; for, 
1 to Th.ou wouldeſt never have ſhewed me ſo much Mercy, as to 


con give me an Heart to walt on thee, if thou hadſt not intended 
I give me What I wair for. N Thoſ⸗ 


Apent in continual wälting on thee; If there be ſuch De- 


Thee f 


Ss. | © Meditations on 
"Thoſe Beggars that are accuſtonied to receive alms at a 
ace, quietly expect, till the time come that they are ſerved : 

Bur Straglers that wander up and down, they ery and call, 

and murmure, if they have not what they ask at firſt, and go 

away unſatisfyed; becauſe they did not wait; Oh, did they 

_ know how to receive a Bleſſin 785 thy Hand, they would 
thirk as do, chat a thouſand „K are — as one Day, being 


Usbt; in ſerving Thee, what muſt there be in being ſerved by 


1 cannot wait ſo much on thee, as Thou doeſt on me; Thy 
'Blefſed Angels are my Guardians compaſſing me about, ro de- 
* me from tne allaults of evil Angels; Yea, Thou ſendeſt 
22 Holy Spirit, the Somforter, Everlaſting God with thy 
to Seal unto my Soul the Bonds of Mercy and Truth, 
kth when I do look over, I may evidently ſee (Viſit me, 
how thou wilt with never © many variety*s 25 Tryalls) ſtill 
Thou art the God of my Salvation: Therefore will I wait on 
. Thee till there be no Days, KOT Times, nor. Seaſons. ? 


6 Remember, 0 Lord. thy tender Mercies 
thy loweing kindneſſe fr OM have 
been ever of Old. 


Ora, when 1 do look upon my fas and confider Dow 
vile & depraied I am, What can! expect But, that Thou 
Howatt jet me wait as one without hope: Then l do begin to 
fear, that, phat I interpret as a Tryal of my Faith and Pati- 
ence, is rather an Eflect of thy juſt displeaſure; Fer Thou 
haſt called and 1 have not "ans therefore Thou doſt not te- 
gard me, when 1 call on thee. 12 77 e -c "LR thy 
dender Mexcies, e. | 
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3 25th Platm. 2 


For, Finoe, the Foundation of the World; it was never 


8 chat ever Thou didſt caſt of any who came unto thee; 


-hateing Sin and loving Thee: Nay, My Lord, Thou halt 


been found of them that ſought thee not; & halt ſaid; © Be. 


3 mw me, Behold me, to them that were not called by 
ame. 

How many are the nſtances of thy tender Mercy ? And 

all that are wiſe will conſider them; & they that do ſo, ſhall 


underſtand the lovi 2 ef - the Lord. When I look 
over thy molt holy where thy Acts of Juſtice & Mer- 
cy are kegiltred , There ſee Rich and manitold Evidences 


ot thy free Grace; There I find that they*tender Mercies are 


over 411 81 Works; and that thou takeſt pleaſure in thoſe 


that hope n Th Mercy: O, how largely is mis made good to 
a only regard me, as being the Work of Thy 
Hand, and therefore*ſheweſt Mercy to me, in giving me 


0 hope in thy Mercy, and ſo takeſt pleaſure in me, becauſe 


thou findeſt omething of thy-own-in me, which thou 'know- * 


lt for thy own ; though it be almoſt overſpread with my 
c rruption. But Lord, Remember what Thou haſt been of old 
not only unto others, but even alſo unto me: For, leſt what 1 
have heard with mine Ears; & our Fathers have told, that 
thou didſt in their Dayes in the times of O! Would make 
no impreſſion on me, Thou haſt brought me like them, into 


very great difficulties, encompaſſed me round with troubles, 


inward and outward, and — I have been as one without 


hope, then haſt thou delivered me That ſo 1 might have the 


more Faith to believe what I read of others, when I have ſo 


eat experience of thy Goodneſs to my ſelt, ſo great a Sinner. 
”y not defire Tie: to remember what thou haſt done of 


| old to others. Thy former Mercies to Noah, to David, 


yea evento Abab, whoſe outward Humiliation prevailed with 


thee, that thou droughteſt not the wrath, be deſerved, in his 
days; But Lord, remember what thou haſt done in my days 
| unto my Jett, tor the ſame 000 is ill betore thes * 


— > — 
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18 Ee Meditation n 
did then incline thee to ſhew Compaſhon, even; 4 Meritori- 
our Saviour, anda miſerable Sinner. 8 enden 
Thou art the Lord, and 1 therefore it is, that 
we are not conſumed : I'am one that fears thee, and thinks 
upon thy name; and for ſuch, a Book of kemembrance is writen 
before thee; Iwill therefore make this. my Prayer and Sup- 
plication to Ther. n, 


7. Remember not the Sins of my Youth, 

nor my Transgreſſions ; but according 
to thy Mercy remember me, for thy 
Goodneſs. ſake, O Lord. e 


" \ S Foſephs Bretheren, came and put him in mind of their 
| own Faults, which they deſired, he ſhould forget: So, 
MY Lord, it is with me, I cannot but daſire that thou would- 
eſt not remember the Sins of my Youth, and I put Thee in mind 

of them, that Thou mayeſt forget them. 9 oor 
I know thou loveſt to have a Sinner condemn himſelf; yet 
being a GOD of purer Eyes than to behold Iniquity, how 
will thy pure Ears hear the Iniquity I muſt confeſs : But 
thy word - faith, That F we roxfeſs our Sims thou are 


Faithfull and juſt to forgive us our Sins, and to cleanſe 


a from all unrighteonſneſs , and thou haſt promiſed, That 
toben à Sinner turneth unto thee, und Repenteth, Thou wilt par- 


don and blot out bis Sins: Lord, who haſt given me Grace to 


confeſs and Repent for the Sins of my Youth, grant me this 
mercy; that Thou remember them no more againſt me. c 

But what ſhould it availl me; though thou ſhouldeſt not 
remember the Sins of my Louth, H thou doſt not remember 
me according to thy Mercy: For, the Sins of my riper Years, 


- - Will be more Deſtructive to my Salvation; for the more I 


bow of Thee, the greaterwill my Sins bez And if thou take 
| 5 | — 8 * away 


— 


” 


* 
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on 


- the 25th Pſam. 


 away<thyyrarey; by . which, Grace is conroyed to my Soul, 
I do? but Tg | 


what can r 
O leave me not deſtitute of all the Conſolation that I have; 
for what Joy can I have? But in the N of Mercy, 
which T can claim no right to, I confeſs; But For thy Good- 
nels ſake, O Lord. F 6 n 
' cannot ſay Kemember me for my Righteouſneſs, as Nebe- 
miah pleads, but Remember me for thy goodneſs ſake which in- 
clines thee to ſhew mercy. =_—_ | 
Thy Servant David praiſed Thee for thy mercy, when he 
ſays; The Lord-bath rewarded me according to my Righteduſ- 
neſs,according to t 
me: But how much greater reaſon have I to magnity thy. 
Goodneſs? who haſt ſhewed mercy to me, as if I had been 
Righteous, tho' none living more guilty.: O Remember me ſtill 
according to this thy mercy, for thy goodneſs ſake O Lord. 


8. Good and upright is the Lord, there- 


VERY time, I read or think on theſe words, I receive 

E; new conſolation, and gather ſtrength, to make up what 

1 loſe, when 1 confider the force of Sin and my weak- 
xeſs to reſiſt it. oP) | 


Did The Lord's Goodneſs: oceed from amy ching, but his 


en free Grace; what a deſolat condition, were ſuch Sinners 


1 thing but Terrourt. 


We ſee his goodneſs and power, in Creating all things of, 


28 Jam, in? But wyften 1 conſider, how good the Lord is, } 

cannot doubt of Pardon and Grace: e 
- To conſider G OD as Good in Himſelf, is Comfort: But 
to conſider him as Upright, without Chriſt Jeſus, yields no- 


#othing, and upon a ſurvey, / was found very good: But: 
Adam s Sm brought a Curfe on binſelf, bis Poſterity, and the 


_ wbole Werld: And in this, GOD ſhew himſelf e 
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20 Mediation un 
Goodneſs and Uprightneſs are eſſential Attributes of che Divine 
Nature; and the Effects of theſe, in which, he has diſco ered 
- Himſelf to the world, are his Mercy and Juſtice:? Theſe two, 
are fo intervoven throughout all the acts of Providence, and 
5 —＋ 2 ſo unſeparably together, that men may both hope 
His Goodne 6 did appear at firſt in making all things good, 
and His Uprightneſs in curſing all things tor Sin His Good- 
in neſs did again appear, in finding our Means to ſatisfy his 
. Iuſtice, and to put man in a e claim ſ Mercy 
| | from God's Juſtice, as he is f 3 ious Blood 
| 


the preci 
of Chriſt, was a ranſom payed for the Souls of all Believers; 
So that through him, we 1 go to the Throne of 
Grace, and obtain Mercy, and find Grace, to Help in time of 


Mercy is the Effect of Goodneſs; a good man is merciful to 
his But Oh! The infinit Goodneſs of GO D in being 
1 merciful to a Sinner worſe than any Beaſt! He only is Go 

Wl. and Goodneſs it ſelf, all the Goodneſs in Man is but a dim 
reflexion of God's infinit Goodneſs ſhining upon him: Mercy 
s alſo now become the Effect of his Uprightneſs; for, If we 

| confeſs our Sins, he is faithful and juſt to fotgive us our Sins, 

— Aud cleanſe us from all Unrighteouſneſs. | 

He will therefore direct Sinners in the way, both as he is 

'- , Good, and as war ca He that wills their Salvation, 

wills alfo the means to direct Sinners in the way to it; His 
— is the End, and His Word and Spirit ate the Means, 
and Bleſſed are thoſe Sinners, ho are ſo diretted We 

not fay, Where ſhall we find this word to direft us? for he 

hath told us, That the word in very near unto zu, in our mouth, 
end our Heart that we may do ii: It is his Holy Spirit that 

brings the word ſo very neax us: He it is v the Ear 

to hear, the Mouth to and the. Heart to receive it; which 

s the direct way to make Sinners, Saints: O The wonderful 

ec 
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the infinitly Glorious God ſhould treat poor Sinners in this 
manner, as if he were leſs than God, or they were more, than 
men: Whar God can be compared to our God who dwells on 
high, and yet humbleth himſelf to behold the Vileſt things 
on Earth. — ; 


9. The Meek will be guide infudgement : 
_ the Meek will be teach his way. 


AEEK NESS is one of the fruits of the Spirir, ard the 

1 Effects of regenerating Grace; Moſes the meckelt - 

p man on Earth, when reproached by his Brother and 
Siſter, was not only filent, and forgave 3 bui by a greater Cha- 
uy became an Interceſſor to God, to pardon, and remove the 
inflicted Puniſhment; which ſhews that Meekneſs is a Tree 
of divers. Branches, Humility, Patience, Charity, Self-deny- 
all: I's a Grace that makes one, in a manner, unconcerned in 
himſelf, to look above all temporall things, fo as not to be 
troubled, at Oppreſſion, Injuries, 1 or any thing; 
but to behave himſelf as one id truly preſerve that 
Image in which man was at firſt made : Ch iſt pronounces + - 

the meek to be Bleſſed, and that they ſhall Inherit the Earth; 
Fatthly Inheritances are attended with many troables; yet, this 
advantage have the meek, that their very troubles are Bleſſings 
to them + It is not à Stoicall ſtupidy that hath Title to this 
Mercy, but that Meekneſꝭ which conſiſts in an intire Confor-- 
- mitx to-the Divine Will, + ©... 1D 
The Meek will he guid in Judgement: when God's Judge-- 
ments ate in the Earth, the Meek and Humble, He ſo guids, 
that they are not only preſerved, but grow better, and improve 
by that, which proves the Deſtruct ion of others. 

_ He guides them alſo when brought to Judgement before 
men, diretting them, how to behave and anſwer, and over” 
ruling the Judgement, and changing the Counſels and 4 ; 


, 
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22 NR Meditations on, © 
of their Judges: as in the Caſe of his Apoſtles, Aa 5. Ch. 
And he diredts and guides their Judgement in all intricat 


| and difficult Caſes ; when Paul was cal led to Preach the Goſpel 


to the Heathen, he conſulted not with Fleſh and Blood, which 


are ill adviſers; but he who gave the outward Call, gave alſo 


the inward comply ance, and guided his Judgement to conclude, 


— 


o 
— 


\ 


Jhat beſt and "fitteſt to be done, which the Lord had com- 
manded, though there was in it great appearance of danger. 
When David ſeemed. to have reaſon and opportunity to kill 
Saul, and an officious friend who offered to do it for him; 
the Lord guided his Judgement to conſider, that Conſent would 
make him as guilty, as if he himſelf had killed him; toho, ſays 
he, can _ out bis hand againſt the Lords Auointed and be 

_ .Guiltleſs? How little of this.light ſhines in the Conſciences of 
theſe People that have made it a formall act of Juſtice to 
Murder one King, and ſeek to deſtroy an other : But Lord ! 
Though thou haſt been wroth with thine Anointed, and all 
other helps ſeem to faill, yet Thou wilt ſave by Thy own 

VCC b 
Ehe Lord will guide the meek in Judgement: ſo that they 
mall knew, how to receive God's dealings, in the moſt vari- 
.ous & difficult diſpenſations: fo, He will teaeh them his way. 
Man's ways are alwaysSinful, hut the Lord's ways are Righte- 

ous: He will teach the meek / that even their ways of Sin, 

Mall bring them to his ways of Righteouſneſs, For, 


10. All the paths of the Lord are Mer- 
ey and Truth unto ſuch as teep his Co- 


enant and Teſtimonies. | 
C OD. hath ſeveral Paths, by whickhe fulfills the Deſigns 


of his Providence, and yet does not manifeſt his Pre- | 


Fence ; ſometimes He ſends a Wind, to rend the Moun- 
A TY, 1 A 


— 


— 
* 


at 


his Covenant and Teſtimonies: 8 
Sometimes, the Lord will fpeak to Moſes Face tor Face, 


the 25thPlalm?. 


tains and break the Rocks ; after that, an Earthquake; and at: 


ter that, a Fire; Yet the Lord is not in all theſe; They are but 
Harbingers to prepare for his c oming, in the {till ſoft voice, 
in which he reveals his mercy: When Eliab heard the ſtill 
mall voice, then he hid his face; and undoubtedly, all who 


love the Lord and deſire his comeing, are more aſhamed and 
confounded in themſelves, when he ſhewes himſelf in his 
Mercy, than when ſurrounded with the Terrors of his Juſtice. 
When the fierce Winds blow, torend and diſcoverthe Moun- 


tanous heaps of Sin; and to break the rockie Hearts of Sinners; 


- when the Terrors of the Law Thake the Soul and make it trem- 


ble, and the Anger of the Lord follows like a Fire ready to 
conſume Trangrelſors, How diſmal and frightful muſt theſe 


things. be to one newly awakened from the Bed of Sin? Yer, 
theſe Paths of the Lord ares ar Truth to ſuch as keep 


as 2 Man ſpeaketh to his Friend; at another time he muſt on- 


ty ſee his back parts, though he earneſtly deſired ro ſee his Glo- 


Iy ; yet the Mercy is alike in both. Sometimes, St. Paul is 


caught up to the third Heaven, and by & by the. Meſſenger of 
Satan is ſent to buffet him; he pray's and obtains not the 
thing he deſires, but the denyal is no leſs Mercy, than if he 
had obtamed it: When God anſwere&; . My Grice is ſuf- 
*ficient for thee, for my ſtrength is made perfett in weakneſs. 
O vrhat conſolation is this to a diſconſolat Soul ! Though all 
have not ſuch a full Manifeſt of Mercy pronounced outward- 
ly to the Ear; yet it is as good to have it confirmed inwardly 


in the Heart, and to find the ſenſible Effects: of itt. 


It is oft with us as with the Mother of Zebedey's Children, 
we know. not what we ask +; that which we deſire to deparr, 
thinking it evil, may be for our greater good to contir ue: 


Sine it is our Father s pleaſure to give usa Kingdom, ſhall 


we not ſubmit. to his Way, in leading us to it, and to his + 


time, in poſſeſſing us of it. Eye hath not feen, Lor Ear head 


noꝝx ® 
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24  Mednations on | 
nor can the Heart of Man conceive, what God hath laid 
for them that walk uprightily. As the Bleſſings are * 


 fible, fo the ways th it lead to them are unfearcheable: But 


they whoſhall partake of them, are ſuch as keep his Cove- 
- nant and Teſtimonies ; to them all the Paths of the Lord are 
Mercy and Truth: Truth in _— his Promiſe, & Mer- 
cy, in promiſing that all his Paths be Paths of Mercy to 
them ; vea, even theſe Paths that ſeem moſt croſs ; Afflictions, 
Diſtreſles, Reproach, Want & Deprivation of all temporal 
Comforts, Ec. they begin in Mercy, and lead to Truth, to 
him that is Yea, & Amen. Whoever doubt of this, let them 
ask my Soul, and the will tell them what ſhe hath found: 
M rance of Wrath; Truch, that put 
h 


found health, and at the Gates of Death, Lite. In the ſeve- 
reſt Caſtiſements and rebukes, great Love; and in the greateſt 
diſ reis that ever I was in, when troubles were on every fide, 
God comforred me and confirmed to me his Mercy and Truth; 
this Mercy I found, not becauſe I had kept his Co and 
Teſtimonies; bu that I might hereafter. 

Thy Paths of Mercy and Truth towards me, I will regiſter 
in my Heart with the lively Characters of Love and Praiſe, 
which ſhall never be defaced. I will 
'his wonderfull Works to the Children of Men. O, let that 
Mercy & Truth, which did lead me to thy ſelf, be congnued, 
in givir 
nant & Ieſtimonies. 


11. For thy Names ſate, 0 Lord, Pare 
don my Iniquity for it is great. 


L thy Paths of Mercy; lead me to ſee my Sins 4 & 


in the greareit ap 
e Devil (the Father of Lies,) to ſhame ; In ficknes I have 


ify the Lord for 


me what is neceſſary to make me keep thy Cove- 


nothing makes me ſo ſenſible of them, as thy Compaſſi- 
N TS. | . — . 


— — 
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on: the more I ſee thy goodneſs, the more, I ſee my own In- 


gratitude: Dayly er a Ken {till thou continueſt Mer- 
cifull; Thou Holy one of I/rae/: Every gracious turning of thy 


Rods to Staves, ( finding my Soul ſupported by thy Chaſtiſe- 


ments) doth wound me more with grief for my Diſobedience, 
than, when ſevereſt Wrath comes only with Juſtice; Yet itil. 
I Sin: but for thy Names ſake, O Lord, Pardon mine Iniqui- 
tles. v | . 
When My/esasked of GOD his Name, that he might tell 
the Children of el, who he was that ſent him to deliver 
them: GOD anſwered, I AM THAT IAA, the God of your 

athers Abrabam, Iſaac, and Facob : Ihis is My Name for ever, 
and this is my Memorial 10 all Generations. So that when the 
Iiruelites ſhould hear a meſſage from this GOD they ſhould 
not diſtruſt any deliverance promiſed by him, who had ſhew- 
ed himſelf, to their Fathers, an Almighty GOD, and had 
Covenanted with them to be their GOD, and the GOD of 
their Children, Gen. 17. 52 

In like manner, when I beg Pardon for thy names ſake, me 

thinks I come, My Lord, with holy Confidence, tho my Ini- 


quities are very great; For Thou canſt not deny Tay 1.1, 


5 N 
n * 


nor him that is called by thy name; ſince thou art my GOD, 
O retain not thine Anger; and ſince thou delighteſt in Mercy, 
O do not deal in ſtrict Juſtice: But if thou will not Pardon, 
as thou art my GOD, nor, for thy love to Mercy; then for 
thy Names ſake ſhew Compathon : for His ſake, who hath 
not only. Thy Name, but Thy Nature, and is thy expreſs Image, 
even thy Son Chriſt Feſus, who hath ſaid, What ever you 
<#hall ask in my Name, that will Ido. Therefore, My Lord, 
having ſuch a promiſe I will not doubt. "6 
Il will not pray to Saint or Angel, Thou only art the Way 
to Life, and Door of Mercy: It cannot but grieve theſe Bleſſed 
Saints ( if they are ſenſible of any thing here below) That thy 
Mercy unto them ſhould be the, occaſion of ſo much Sin in as 
chers, as to rob Thee of that Glory, which is only Thine. 
Lord open their eyes, who _ blinded with miltaken Zeal; 
I | that⸗ 


— 1 


ö r 


| a . . Mediation n 
2 that they may fee, its no. Prefumpcion, but Obedience to come 
| to Thee, when Thou calleſt, and may not truſt their Souls, 
with thoſe who cannot help them; For none, Lord, but Thy 
ſelf, who mad'ſt Thy Godhead to deſcend on Earth, can now, 
in Heaven, by ſenſe of thy manhood, pity Sinners, hear their 
Prayers, and give them pardon. | 3 | 
I will not ſeek Pardon, that I may Sin again, but that I 
may be Sanctified through thy Grace, ſo, as to Sin no more: 
Iwill not from thy Mercy draw confuſion on my ſelf, by 
thinking, that if once pardoned, I can Sin no more, as if Thou 
wert like ſome doting Parents, who think groſſeſt enormities, 
no faults in their Children No Lord, but, that Imay be af- 
tured that I am thine, I humbly beg that thou wilt preſerve 
me ever, that I may live like thine : And when! Sin, Cor- 
rect me, I beſeech thee and Puniſh me with Thy Rods, that the 
Fleſh which ſinneth, may be Mortified; and => Spirit 're- 
freſhed with Spiritual Joy, when my temporal Affliction ſhall - 
* to make my Eternal State happ 7). ö 
I I will not deſire thee to with draw thy hand from me, tho 
it lye on, never ſo heavy; But only that Thou wilt pardon 
my Iniquity, for it is very 2 Puniſh it, how thou pleaſ- 
off: fo that L may havethy Pardon, and Grace, to ; 8 by 
thy Mercies, that have been extraordinary tomy Soul. 

The Mercy, 1 have fouud, I wiſh others may partake of, 
but the Sins I have done, Lord, let none follow my Example 
in them : And yet, without Sin none can tell how to prize 
a Saviour. 1 5 | | 

Great Iniquities had need of great Interceſſors for Pardon, 
and who is greater than Thy names ſake, O Lord; and ſince 
it is for His fake I beg, I will confidently believe, to be bleſt, 


inhaving my Iniquity forgiven, and my Sin covered. 
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"22 What man is he that feareth the 


©...  heagth Phlm.. - -2 


Lord? Him ſhall he teach, in the way 
that He ſhall Chaſe. | 


I 7 HEN I think on the variety and greatneſs of my Sins, 


8 the effects they have produced; for they have brought 
me, truly, to fear the Lord; and what an Advantage chat is, 
David here expreſſes. N | 

The Queſtion propounded imports that all have not this 
fear, which is ſupporred by Love, and true Obedience, mixed 
with faith and Chriſtian courage, which deſpiſeth all dangers, 


and dareth to doe 7 thing but Sin: Thar, it dareth not do, 
I 


not, for fear of Puniſhment, but of diſpleaſing GOD, whom 
it dreads to oftend. f 9 5 
What man is he, that thus feareth the Lord ? Him ſhall 


| teach; For the Lord hath ſet a part him that is Godly for 


himſelf, as one ſeparated from the reft of the World, and 
the ordinary courſe thereof; One who ſeeks the way that 
leads to God, which is hard to find, and hard ro hold and 


— 5 but GOD will teach him the way that he ſhall chuſe. 
| 0 


w much was the FHs mind imployed in finding out 


the way of the Lord ? This is the fourth time he mentions the 
way, as one intent upon his Joutney,. that he might a trai; 


the prize, thatcrowns the end of it; which he did not expec 


without walking foreward in the way that leads to it. 


The way that brings Sinners home to GO D, is that of Re 


pentance, Faith, Love, and Obedience; in all theſe then 


are ſeveral ſteps and degrees, in which we muſt walk for 
ward : who have entered this way, it brings them to fea! 
the Lord, and whoſo fear him are ſure of ſuch a guide as will 


teach them what to chuſe GOD hath variety of methods, 


by which he teacheth, but it is in the ſame way, and to one 
aud the ſame end, that u that fear him. 
1 N 
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it afflièts me; but I am comforted, when 1 conſider 
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28 Mednations on | 
1 A g r a ſight of their own Sins; 
. Tome, by ſeeing the Sins of others: Some have Faith wrought 
in theirfleants,by general Judgements others by parricularAtfi- 
Qtions ; ſome are brought to love God, by theſe Excellencies, 
that are revealed of him in his Word; fome again, by theſe 
| heavenly Vifitations he is pleaſed to give their 1 are ena- 
moured with the Beauties he diſcovers of himſelf: Some 


are brought to Obedience by the Rod, others by the Careſſes & 
Kindneſſes of an indulgent Father. 2 een ; 
Leſt any of theſe Methods, ſhould have been. inſufficient to 1 
bring me home, he hath been pleaſed to let me know them 1 
all, & as he hath promiſed Life to them that come unto him, 0 
ſo, he hath given me Grace that I might come: And fince he 1 
 Hath put his Fear into my Heart; I will expect the continu- 8 
ance of Mercy : For, My God, having brought me thus far, h 
ſouldſt thou leave me now, to fall back to the ways of darknes, * 
It had been better for me never ro have known nor feared thee. a 
But 1 hope, Thou wilt do with me, as: Uſurers with un- I 
„ _ Qthrifts, to whom they have lent great Summs of Money; if t 
they do not lend them more, the former is loſt ; but a new 6« 
8 - Tupply, may be a means to make all duely payed: O my God, | 2 
I have received infinit Summs of Mercy, which I have ſo = 
-- mispent, that I am not able to pay thee, either the principal "> 
or Intereſt ;” but if thou wilt intruſt me an other Summ, and tl 
teach me to improve it, I will then pay back thy Grace with th 
Glory, and will ſo highly praiſe thy Name, that Angels in wy 
Heaven ſhall hear and rejoyce, and bleſs Thee for ThyGoodneſs ch 
to a Sinner. AE” e e TE” 
Thus, thou ſeeſt, My Lord, how one Mercy gives me oc- be 
caſion to beg an other; and to expect that thou ſhouldſt teach 3 
me the way that I ſhould chuſe, becauſe thau haſt given me to ſy 
_ Tear thy Name. 1 ; OO > 
I I will rruſt in the Lord with all my Heart, and not lean to 0p 
my own Underſtanding, in all my ways I will acknowledge -; ab 
Him, and he ſhalt direct my paths: And then I hope to = -Þ 


"A the Bleſfing that followes. 


= as þ 


Tweeten all the hitternes o 


: the a5th Plalm. 29 


13 His Sol. ſhall dwell a caſs. and 


is Seed ſhall inherit the Earth. 


Avid feared God, yet he ſeems to have had little Eaſe, 
when hunted as a Partridge in the Mountains, & ha- 
raſſed with ſo many Troubles in his own Family: Yet; ſuch 
is the nature of Faith, that it overlooks all difficulties; ſees 
ſecurity in the midſt. of outward dangers, and againſt hope be- 
lieverh in hope: But the Pſalmiſt, confines not this Mercy to 


earthly Bleſſings ; For, this Earth is the place of our ſojour- 
ning, not dwelling; the place of Travel, not of reſt: He ſays 


therefore, his Soul ſhall dwell at eaſe, having no doubt, in 


his view, that reſt which is prepared for the people of God, 
- which only is worth the Expectation :. and the Hope of it is 
2 greater Bleſſing than all that can be attained on Earth: This 
is the Bleſſing and comfort of every one that teareth the Lord, 
though never ſo much diſtreſſed; His Soul ſhall dwell at 


*eale. 


Children area Bleſſing to preſerve the Name on Earth, but 
God can abundantly make it upto them that want it; promise- 


ing to the Eunuchs, that keep his Sabbaths, & chuſe the 


things that pleaſe him, that they ſhall have a Name, better 


than that, of Sons and Dauglt ers (ay. 56.- 4. 5. 


From this, My Soul, gather this Conſolation, whatever be 
thy outward Troubles or Diſtreſſes; Fear thou God, & be con- 
- -flent, - thou ſhalt dwell at eaſe; If there be little appearance 
of it, whilſt thou liveſt here, be not diſcouraged, - it will 
be- perpetual, when thou ou hence; & let the Hope of that 
any trouble thou meeteſt with here; - 
Shall the Heir diſpenſe with his preſen wants, hoping that 
ere long, the Inheritance ſhall be his, and then hefhall have 
* abundance; Shall the expeQation of temporal ng, oy 
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b 8 . enteo A 
N to allay lay preſent diſcontents.? And ſhall not the Full 
| affurance of enjoying Eternal Bleſs quiet thee, under all thy 


preſent difficulties? 
But beſides the expectation of future Eaſe, I have found 


— baten Eaſe, that Peace of Conſcience, which paſſeth all Un- 


erſtanding, that Eaſe, which is not an Exemption from Sick- 


neſs, Pain, n Trouble; but which in all theſe, gives me Joy 
and Content. 

The firſt part of this promi iſe, Lhave found allready, & look 

for its full Accompliſhmett: For the Eaſel have, is Grace; but 
the Eaſe I look for, is Eternal Glory. 

For the other part : Children are to preſerve a Name ; 
But the beſt Namel deſire, is the Name and Nature of a us 
Chriſtian : If I could bur live ſo, as to leave a good example 
behind me, I ſhould more Glory in that, than Fan, Who 
| had threeſcore and ten Sons. 

But if thou ſhalt be pleaſed to give me the Bleſſing of Child- 
ten, then grant, we may love Thee, and keep thy Command- 

ments, pa. ſo evidence; that we fear Thee: And thou wilt 
ſhew thy care on us and on our ſeed while we inherit the Earth: 
For Thou ſhoweſt mercy unto thouſands of 27 5 that love thee, 
and keep thy Commandments , Exod. 20. 6 


14. The Secret of the Lord, is among 
them that fear Him, and He will ſhew 


them bi Covenant. 


OW Great is this Priviledge, to be at to the ca- 
binet Council of Heaven, and to be made privy to the 
Secret of the Lord ? 

- © This is the Promiſe, we read of Rev. 2. 17. To him that 

overcometh, will I give to eat of the hidden Manna, and I will 


give him a white ſtone, and in the Stone anew Name, which no 


men knoweth bit he that recerveth it, Who is he that over- 
ometh aud obtainech Wer over the 22 * Yould 20 


— 


1 Sin? But he that feareth GOD, to him this Secret of the ; 
4 Lord ſhall be revealed, to eat of the hidden Manna, the bread 
that came down from Heaven to give life to the World, eren 
d  Feſos Chriſt, who is the dread of life; O Happy Soul ! to 
< whom this {ſecret is revealed, and eats of this hidden Manna, | 
E -- which doth ſoabundantly ſatisfie, that it ſhall never hunger, 
* and yet, is never ſo full, but it deſires more, untill it be ful- A 
ly ſatiated with the Marriage ſupper of the Lamb, bey ond that, = 
there is nothing more to be exp or defired. 5 l 
at The hidden Manna, and White Stone are ey and —_ 
4 


both the ſecret of the Lord; for who ever eats of this Manna, 
3 and hath but taſted the excellency and ſweetneſs that is in 

Chriſt, and truly ps him as the only food of their Souls, 
they ſhall have the 


hite Stone with the NewName.. 
Both their. Pardon and adoption Sealed to them by the in- 


ward teſtimony of the Bleſſed Spirit, giving them a new Name = 
and a new Nature: O Bleſſed Secret! revealed by the Holy Spi-  *t 
rit, who firſt works this tear that makes them overcome, and 14 
then imparts this ſecret, which none els can know, for a ſtran- | J 
ger cannot intermeddle with this Joy, beeing of all, the great- 
eſt that man is capable of; on Earth. | | 
O My Soul, be not thou troubled, at all the Reproaches | 
and Scandals that are laid on Thee, by men; ſince GOD is 5 
pleaſed to let thee know this ſecret, that He hath blotted out 
thy Transgreſſions, and will remember thy iniquities no more: i 
| 
| 
[ 


If (through mercy ) thou artabſolved by GOD, thou needs 
not care, how much thou art condemned by man; no more 
ca- than Magdalen, to be called a ſinner by the Phariſees, when 
the Chriſt permitted her to kiſs his Feet, and aid, Thy ſins are for- 
given thee, go in peace. | 


bat Lord let me ever walk according to thy fear, ſo wilt Thou 1 
will ſhew me Thy Covenant: E:fhall not only be in Covenant with | | x 
10 thee, but thou wilt ſhew me the Bleſſings and benefits of it, / 


ver. and then every 1 5 receave, ſhall be as the bow in the | 
ind cloud of Noah, a token of the Covenant that thou kaſt made oi 
Sin wich me, never to deſtroy me — ©” © - 1187 


— 


» 38>. nee on 
* Lord, —.— Thou haſt entered into Covenant with me, and 
admitted me. to receive the ſeal of it in Baptiſm, ſhew me 
the Blefled effects of it, that being buried with Chriſt in 
Baptiſm, into death, like as he was raiſed up ftom the dead 
by 9 Glory of the Father; Lalſo may walk in Neu neſs of Life, 
and may be able to ſay, i am waſhed, and ſanctified & Juſtißi- 

ved in the name of the Lord Fefus, and by the Tpirit of GOD. 
Ot teach me to keep this thy Covenant, that as my Baptifm 
vas a token of my being cleanſed from Original Sin, So the 
 newneks of my lite may evidence my being fred from actual 
Sine Then wilt thou ſhew me truly what thy Covenant is, 
eyen that Thou art my GOD and Lam-thine ; and this ſhall 
manifeſt tothe World, the ſecret, which Thou haſt tevealed 
unto my Soul, which els can never be known to others, ex- 

m * lite doth 13 That I fear thee. 


x5 My eyes are ever towards the Lad 


iy "He ll 12 m wy Out $9 the 


et. 


HEREVER 1 go, and rer do, my TOE are 
\ : ſtill towards the e there isa ſympathy berween 
the Eye and the Heart; and as the Eye attetteth the 
- Heart, fo doth the Heart the Eye : My Heart loveth G O D 
\. becauſe he firſt loved me, and mine Eyes are towards Him, for 
3 His Eyes were firſt towards me. 
11 Mine Eyes are towards Him, not only when he renewes his 
ME _ Gracious Benefits, but when by unuſuall Viſications, it would 
Lem, that his)/Thoughts were far PE from me; then ſtill my 
J ty es ſhall be towards him. 
| As the Lord hath given Eyes to m Body, ſo hath he to my 
| — as my bodily Eyes are uſeleſs, when there is nolight, 
_ Jomy pitta * are ah tit hea they want that Heav en-. 
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| FOE Es +: Meet 4 Damen Sou And us 158 ot.  _ * 
is Darkneſs; to them who have not eyes to ſee it; ſo? ety | 
is but miſery to them that have no faith to apprehend it. | 
Light without, and a capacity der mult both concur to : 
make the way? the light of the Body; ſe, my God, let not 
my Faith and, Underſtanding, which os haſt placed as Eyes 
an; my Sont, N want that YR that may reflect Lighrrro 
all my other Faculties : And as my Bodily Eyes.are helpful 
40 one anotfier, ſo let my Faith belp my Underſtanding, )& my 
f Underſtanding help my Faith, that my Eyes may be ever to- 
wards Thee, my Gi .. 
Who that hath Faith to believe, or underſtanding to com- 
elend what God is, would ever chofe an other ObſeFf ? 
himis all that can be expreſſed, and infinitly more thao any - 
can conce ve; He isa Father to the Fatherles, an Husband 
to the Widow, a Friend to the diſtreſſed, and a Saviour to 
the Sinner: all thi$have I found in him; whether then ſhould 
1 direct Eyes but to this Lord? for, he ſhall pluck m 
; Feet out e he Net“ Who would think, that they whoſe 
, Eyes are evet towards the Lord; ſhould have their Feet intan- 
led in a Net? Bur this is no: new thing: None have been un- 
det greater Snares and Temptations, and overcome with {4 
der Sins, than they w ho have been moſ peculiar unto God; 
Ie Devil chiefly aims at, & aſſaults with ſtrongeſt Tepe. 
Andi it God {hews not his Power, in keeping them from | 
Falling, yet he ſhewes his Love in recovering them, 
D erben flearts and Eyes ate intent on their 5 — nech 
ward, but their Feet are on Earth; and the Prince thereof, 
the old Serpent, it he can teach no further, will endeavor , [i 
to bruiſe their, Heel, and inſyaxe their Feet. 3 3 
But, O my Dear Tord and àvidur, who art dend Lich | 1 
the feeling of my Infirmities,having beentemptet i in all points It 
like'as we are, yer without Sin; Help me in all Temprarions, | 174 
And pluck my Feer out of the Nets that are ſpread n N 
bythe Dexil or any of OOO | When _ 
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Meditations on 
When thy Servant David, a Man according to thy own Heart. 
was caught in the Net, What reaſon have I to diſtruſt my 


ſelt, whoſe Eyes ate weak and unſtead ſaſt, and whoſe Feet are 
ed with a weight of corruption; yet will I look towards 


bh o 


clogg 
thee; And humbly pray 


16. Turn Thee unto me and bave[Mer- 
ch upon me, for I am deſolate and 4 
A 8 
H O can be but deſolate and afflicted, when the Lord 
is abſent ? and how can he be but abſent from me, 
when I am intangied in the Nets of Sin? can there be any 
Communion between Light and berween Sin & Ho- 
lines ? Thou art Holines ir ſelf, and. I am alltogether vile; 
juſt Reaſon haſt Thou, my Lord, to depart & leave me deſolat, 
t turn thou unto me & have Mercy upon me; though there 
be nothing in me can can incline thee to it, except it be my 
being afflicted for thy abſence : Thy Soul was grieved for the 
miſery of rael, when they cryed into thee, under the op- 
22 of the 1 and Ammonits : 1 cry unto thee un- 
der the oppreſſion of my Y yy Te Sin and Satan. 1 
_ confeſs with grief, that I have finned, and thou art juſt in 
Leavi do with me what ſeemeth good unto Thee; 


1 
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Jy exalted it; yet the attrativeAR does 
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the 25th. Palm 


draws me after Thee, though thou ſeemeſt to go to the 11 


eſt ſeat of Juſtice; and this is ſome conſolation to me, when 
am moſt deſolat, that I find earneſt deſires to have Thee turn 
again: And even in that I find Mercy, though thou wonldſt 
ſhew me no more, that thou giveſt me a Heart*to ſeek Thee, 


and to betake my ſelf to Thy Mercy; which is denyed to re- 
: 7 : Therefore I hope, that though in wrath thou haft 


id thy Face from me for a Moment (Alas ! Lord, thou think- 


- eſt thata Moment, which I think an Age) Vet with everlaſt- 


ing kindnes, thou wilt return and have Mercy upon me: For 


thus haft thou promiſed to that Church, whereof I am a 


Thy abſence doth not afflict me, for want of temporalBenefits? 


but meerly out of love to thy felf, let me have but Thy pre- 


ſence; and I-defire no more; for if rhe Light of ThyCounte- 
than when Corn and Wine abounds with others. | 

I am defolat without thee, and afflicted for the cauſe of thy 
removal : O, return and have Mercy, have Mercy, in pardon- 
ing my Tranſgreſſions for thy Goodneſs fake, and then return 
and lock upon me as thou didſt on Peter, and I ſhall weep bit- 


nance ſhine upon me, it will put gladnes in my Heart, more 


terly, for denying mee; for every act of Sin I have been guilty 


of, hath been a denying that I knew thee. 
O that I could touch thee like that poor Woman, to whom 


endeavours will be as ectual as her Money ſpent on the 


Phyfftians. X | * 
17. The troubles of my Heart are enlarg- 
on ed, 0 bring T hou me Out of my 41 


— 


wy ſtreſſes. 1 1 0 : 
| W HE N ever a Sinner comes to be touched witha ſenſe” 
S 


of din, eee 1 inſupportable, as an ut 
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thou dideſt turn about and fay, Daxghter be of good comfort © 
thy faith bath made thee whole : It muſt be Vertue that I draw 
from Thee, that can cure = long diſeaſe of Sin, elſe all my 
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For, unto, one that is,unacquanted-with the Lord, 


Meditations. on: 


to know the Lord, nor the effects of his approaches to them; 
14. 19 his relenc 
to Paul, when.the Lor 


1 


brings nothing but terror at firſts, as 


_ fiſt manifeſted himſelf unto him; the Glorious light, that 
thined from Heaven, ſtrook him to the Earth, and when he 
os apo whom he had Sinned, with trembling and a- 

oni 


ent he anſwered, Lord, what wilt thou have me to 


40? Thus was he humbled, before he was fit to receive Com- 
Fort: and thus it is, ordinarly wich- Convexts, they are firſt 
__ caft down, and then raiſed up: They, are filled with 


fears, untill Mercy and peace: be ſpoken to their Souls 
And then, how happy are they who can behold. habord and 


feel the Operations of his Spirit, working with theirs, and 
helping their Aitemitte, ee ae * and 


| 1 ., | CINE, lenses * 
ut wo is me, that is the Comfort which I want; and there- 


fore. che troubles of my. heart are enlarged : The Spirit of a 

man will fuftain his infirmities, but 4 wounded Spirit, | who 

can bear? The Heart and Spirit is the ſcat of Life # How. 
S 


miſerable muſt my life be, when the ſeat of it is full of enlarg - 


ed troubles? Natural Diſtempers, may ſind natural Cures, but 


its beyond the ſtrength. of nature, to ſuſtain under e 
78 te If the Son of G0 D, from the ſenſe of his Fathers 
rath, cryed with ſuch a bitter cry, GOD, My GOD, 


We zhy baſt thou forſaken-me? What can ſucha Soul as mine ſay > 


when the ſame G0 D forſaketh me, who only and alone is 
my ſupport. ., O Thou, whoſe Soul was ſorroꝝ ful euen unto 


Death, ſtrengthen-me under. the troubles ofmy Heart, forthey 


are greatly enlarged, by privat and publick calamities, par- 


 ticularand general Judgements, Temporal and Spiritual afflicti- 
ons: O My GOD, bring me out of my Diſtreſses. 
Though my Sins cry lowder in thine Eares for Juſtice, than 


my Repentance or my Prayers can for Mercy; and that makes 


Thee withdraw - thy preſence from me; Vet my comfort is, 
when thou art fartheſt from me, Thou art ſtill near unto him 
cho is a powerful Interceſſor: who will Plead for me, when 


- Wy. 
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755 God: befcre they attain that temper, they never defire 


not plead for 7 
me 7 my Sins One fek from thee, My GOP; wil ſo 


am ſure; when once thou doſt behold, how much afflifted I 
am for my Sin, Thou wilt forgive me, and ſo releaſe me 
4c "1 endure for thy difpleaſure:” 
1 Sins are heinous, and infectious too: have made not | 
only my ſelf guilty, but have been ili examples do others: 


0 the, 2466. 


1 can Leap Au ng for myſelf; 9 it _ Wy 


EE ee ulnefs dwell, and hy btmito. re- 
Oe 2 t ;nes 1 In this will I: dick and pray / 
without 4 2 1 5 thing give thanks, even for 


thoſe-troubles. of my Soul, becauſe it is the will of GO D in 
Chhriſt Jelus conrerning me, 758 as, he hath engl the- 


troublesot my Heart can as eaſily bring meout of my di N 
if I wait with faith and patience. 


ly.,@O D.,'thow knowelt my diſtreſſes, and when its fit 


to ing me out of them : If their continuance, — 


ter to Sbey thy will, keep me ſtill under them; for I deſire 
no change, but what may make me moſt agreeable to thy will 


4 all things: Humble ma, how foo __ ſo thou be 28 7 
tO} - Ne Oo | 31 
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18. 72 pon my WO ol ny pain; 
aul forgive all my Sn. 


5 HEN. God foroiny Sin, affhetion;! 18a benefit; it i” 
An ordinary mean to bring us to Repentance and none 


. 1 271 


affliction Hath Veen a Bleſſed means to bring me to Chriſt; 


but now, my 12 — . 1 he ſeems abſent: O look en my 


affliction and my pay nd though it be grievous, yet will 1 
1xation bn it ; but that thou wilt forgive 


refreſh my Soul, às to make me 


PIs te forget n my pain; for 


nothing is fo fruitful as the ſeed of Sin, becauſe every o 


1 18 bil fr to increaſe it: O mat 9 e . 


1 8 


' ever Repented,” who was not torgiven; 1 do comfeſs, 


... 

; 
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—_— — — 


: Go 
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_ Meditations on 
ee, then wouldit thou look and all 
Sins, and hear the * — 05 | 
whom my Sins have had influence. 
Thou Wält ſee the afflickion of thy people in Egypr, when 
they cxyed unto thee, by reaſon of their taskmaſters; thou 
kneweſt their Sorrow, andcameſt down to deliver them from- 
the e of making bricks in which they drudged to the 
Vanity and Idolatry of their 2 | 
So it is with — my — eſe cruel taskmaſters, violent- 
ly oppreſs me, They puſh me on continualy, to ſerve the 
Iuſts of the World and the Vanity thereof, to increaſe Sin in 


felt, and others, and diſhonour Thee: this, Lord, is my 
iction and pain; Look upon it, and forgive all my Sins. | 


af 


As for other afflittions It pleaſed t to make 


eCap- 
tain of our Salvation perfect — Suffering, and for this 
end, che became one with us, N 
that he might be our Brother in the Fleſh; and we 799 | 
of his Spirit become his Bretheren in Grace, and 5 
Glory, if ſo be we ſuffer with him, that we may be alſo 
Gloria ether: ſince then perfection and Glory is attain- 
able by Suffering; firſt, by the ſuffering of our Captain who 
doth ok us on, and then e e us to ſuffer — his Ex- 
ample: Twill not be diſcouraged , for, in that He himſelf, 
| hath ſuffered being tempted. he is able to fuccour them that 
are tempted-by this I know, He looks on my affliction, and 

my Pain with the eye of Pity; and m_ e long {end ek, 
It ſuffering be the way to make me perfect, I will not then 
repine at my affliction, 5 will be thankful for any means 
God L to * uſe of, todraw me neerer to . - 


: Thoſe TS which b Ren 
forth from my rocky Heart, have refreſhed my s 


| Rain to a dry and thirſty Gone : e. Ian 


—̃ — 
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© ified, 1betake 
- andSufftering, & 
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oy: Sw) to the infinit Merits of Chriſts 


forgive all my Sins. 


are many, and 
cruel hatredl. 

FN My God, If my affliction and my pain, will not incline 
thee to look upon me, and forgive me; Yet do but 
conſider mine Enemies, how many they are; Then wilſt 


chou pity my frailty, when thou ſeeſt, how weak Jam to re- 


fift ſo many, and ſuch cruel adverſaries; For 1 wreſtle not on- 
ly againſt Fleſh and Blood, but againſt principalities and 


powers, againſt the rulers of the Darkneſs of this World, a- 


gainſt Spiritual wickedneſses in high places: great need have! 


ol the whole Armour of God, to fight againſt the Devil, 


the World, and the corruption of my own Heart, and all their 
train: Lord conſider theſe my enemies for they hate me with 


cruel hatred : They ſeek not any advantage to themſelves, nor 


to take any temporal happineſs from me; bur ſo cruel is their 
hatred, that nothing will ſatisfie their malice, but the deſtruc- 


tion of my Soulz and compliſh that, care not to increafe 


their own damnation M every Reprobat adds fewel to the 


Devils Hell, and eyerySin brings a newCurſe on the Earth, by 


which the World is puniſhed; and for my ſelf, (which is a 
fellow actor with theſe Enemies againſt my Soul) Sin is ever 
Puniſhment, becauſe it makes my God forſake me: And 


what can afflict me more? . 


But l know, whom | have believed, am aſſured, he will keep 
that which 1 have committed to him; & will deliver me from 


every evil work, and will preſerve me unto his Heavenly 
Kingdom: 1 will therefore be ſtrong in the Lord & in the. 


* - 
= 
» 
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ugh him l am aſſured; thou wilt, my God, 


Enemies, for they 
they bate me with 


_ 


=O Finn 3 

i Power! of hid: «Might: who I Kno wilt dab inf Pbe 
to puniſſi them, and protect me, that they may 
de Mappe of their Hope; for the Converſion of a 
Sinner, which rejoices Angels, grieves the Devil, becauſe there. 


* 


Fu 


vants: and by this, ſhall I know, that thou fayourelt me, if 
my Enemies triumph nor over me: They are not only my 
Enemies, but thine; They feek not, ſo much, the ruine 
of my Soul, as the deſtroying of thy Image: "therefore thou 
— put furth thy hand, to help me, and give the power to 
deſtroy them, — ſeek to deſtroy me: Satan ſeeks to over- 
throw the truſt] haveinThegzO let me quite pull down the hold 
he hath in me: The World endeavours to allure me wirh-its 
 Yaniries, let that, make me fly the farther from it: And the 
more, my heart inclines me to Sin, make me ſo muchthe 
more fervent in ſeeking thy Grace: ſo ſhall my Enemies looſe 
what they expect, and 1 receive advantage Sai mak ing every 
trap they lay, r me fall, 1 A ve 10 me higher' to- 
| '. wards thee. 
II have any Other Eneinles wh Aera pretenee of Friend- 
"ig, have ſhown their hatred; I will not ask any thing tor 
them but mercy; and for my ſelf e e that -thou my 
od may be ſanctified in my Heat d having 4 good Con- 
-Acience, - they may be en * 
Verſation in Chriſtt. 
Leet their faults towards me: e me Charitable; ; andthe 
— of hem make them humble; and let others from their 


example, learn to be Oe" how they conderny whom” ou 
Wwilc uttity. 1 — 


The knowledg e Lhave of übe own fir; wall due u pre 


or the fins of 9 and rhe mercy that I have found, por 


make me hope that thev, like me, ſhall be forgiven: Net 


— 55 4s, and | therefore have need £0 renew my requeſts 
FS | . *% 20 


by God, hath Glory, and 2 Soul is ſaved: 15 $\not thiscyuel | 
Bur Logl cen rakeſtFlehfordin.the Proſperity out ſer- 


fy acvule 191 Ar con- 


— 


| S. 
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0 keep my Sox and deliver Cog = 
— we 101 le aſbdined for I put my ira 
mn Thee. 


1 
ke, My GOD, told thee who my enemies are, and how 
far their Tlated doch extend; [their general defign, 1 
know, but the particular means they 181 for accompliſh- 
Ing their deſign, l cannot reckon: They — . of de- 
to batter down the Fort, that nothing can upho it, bat 
thy ower; Therefore to theek Pray, O keep my Soul. 


r 


of my Soul - tis the Hope of its Happineſa that overcomes the 


— for of this life, chen that hope ariſes to full aſſurance, then 
ſhall I not fear mine Enemi — — no further 


be pleaſed to keep it : Keep it, my GOD; not as being mine, 
but as it is thine own; ry 2 it was dedicated vnto 
8 Er x- Rough," thou hadlt before, a 


1 N. 
gaveſt 0 improve: Othat wich this 
an other, and converting a Sinner, Save a 
22 own) Sins: 
e work, det thou en make 
any home to Thee, 


WET: Tomes to oe 
| 2 D earneſt on the behalf of others, 


find the Lame favour. And nom O Lord 1e dec den p 
 pallehon of my Soul, Keep ir, - and deliver me from Si 


IT xever | 
1 am be nl le have our Bi, n 


* 


— 


All chat I have, or hope for, doth depend on — on 


than to afflict the Body: Bur my Soul ſhall be ſecure, if thou 


Gin Thee e 
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42 Medigations on 
and from Thee muſt the power come to make it effectual; 
Ninh js enough of C prion in the Beſt, to incline them to 
Sinz though che wk ter and the World were not {d buſie ꝛo 
intice: what need is there, that frail Dy Ho be ftrengrhned 
Grace; to hm that ſtandeth frorm fal 
I defire to ſtand ſo firmly as never o fall; But if ak frail 
Rate will not allow that, Let my ling berg me Humble, 
and with the Humble thou haſt promiſed todwell, and if thou 
abide with me, then Hall I nor be aſbamed, farther than the 
ſhame of one Sin, may prevent my being guilty of, others: For 
Itruſt in thee, and thou never faileſt them that do truſt in thee. 


gitt, by which Thou confirms to my Soul Wat! am one of thine, 
and, thou haſt promiſed that thy people ſhall never be aſham- 
ed: I will: not then, be diſmaid ar outward accidents, but 

_ © gatherſtrength from the-Confſolation, Lfnd-within:- for there 
is ſo much joy in truſting in thee, 2 tis a Bleſſing of its ſelf, 
though others did not follow it. But when I look u pon ĩt as 


highly Praiſe thy Name, for grace and Glory l. | 
Grace, thou haſt been pleaſed to give me, and I traſt 1 hall 
2 of Glory, & am aſſured that thou tilt toit hhold nn good 
fran them thut live uprightly aud: therefore! believe hat 
oo thing thou ſendeſt, eden my moſt bitter Afflictions, are for 


my good, and that arc may 3 I will endeavour to = 


* Mherefore I Fray 

| — ee ee g 40s 1 ay + 31 

Let integrity, and uprighrefs. erden 
wad®, [ wait On I DEE. ? Ro why 


O MO N putsIng 129455 to pexyerſe Lips, 
And upri Sheneſs to de — thetrue * 
CharaRtet G 0 


att e in . an 
and 1 2 en feel. 17 5 


* | . 


That faith by which I confide, and rely on Thee, is thy -own 


that Grace, which brings down all Mercies, how can I then but 


28 © 2 NG A 
> 358 528 r wn ewes. oc w..c.cd fs. 
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Tryals are the beſt proof f Integrity: When he was tryed in 
the Furnace of Affliction to the higheſt degtee, he held faſt Ris 
Tategrinh, and continued Upright; and that from gracious 
- principles fixed in his Heart; ſaying, Naked came I to the 
World, and Naked muſt 1 return, the Lord giveih and the Lord 
 Traketh, Bleſſed be the Name of the Lord. ſhall we'recerve good 
at the hand of GOD, and ſhall toe not receive evil? in all this 
he Sinned not, nor charged GOD fooliſbly: In this he eviden- 
ced that he ſerved GOD wn, ec and uprightneſs, not 
with a Mercenary Soul, as the Devil traduced him. 
Integrity is a Vertue, that makes one acceptable both to 
8 OD and Man: It proceeds from a Sanctified Diſpoſition of 
oul, and extends to all the actions of the life, Iike Sap in the 
Root, - which gives life and ſtrength to all the Branches : It's 


Thee, My GOD, and fo eaſily blowen up and down with 
every breath. | : on | 

I have not with lategrity feared Thee & eſcheued evill, but 
| will nſe Integrity in confeſſing my Sins; and condemning my 
ſelf, and this 4 hope, through thy Mercy, will bring me that 
Uprightneſs which may — me, & make me ſuch to Thee, 
as I fhould be, and conſequently teach me what I ſhould be to 
others: I ſhall then know that Thou art the ſearcher of hearts, 
and that all things are. naked and open before Thee, and 
that thou canſt make my thoughts as viſible to men, as, are my 


; actions; and from thence ſhall 1 learn to avoid diſſembling, and 
: "> 1 Integrity in all my Ways, remembering that thou 
4 will Judge according to the Truth in the inward parte O let 
2 Integrity and truth preſerve me : what I have not hitherto been, 
7 1 now deſire to be : Not tliat 1 think my Integrity and Upright- 


neſs can of themſelves 1 me; but give me that Integrity 
ps, that may preſerve me ſtill upright, - that 1 may live $a, as, to 
ti- manifeſt that l am rhine, and may confirm me in the Hope: 
A of obtaining thy Mercy through Je Chriſt «| And for this 
415 ell I wait on Thee. | wg He f Lin BY 
'A1S 1 * , | 2 b 


=, - 


= 


** 2575 Palm 43 


the want of Integrity, that hath made me ſo unſteadfaſt with 


— 
— — — - —=e. 
— * — - 

— — N 


ä — 
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8 my EL was God's Choſen People, and Nis his People 


— ſuch a Mercy 
pile and thy Church cxalied: nnn 


Anden: on 


2 to obtain the Grace of Integrity and 


- nes 

I confeſs My Lord, It is Honour enough for me to wait on 
Thee, though thou gaveſt me no Wages; Nor do I defire any, 
but to make me the fitter for thy ſervice: Iwill beg thy Grace, 


not as a-recompence for what 1 am able to dog en 1 


chat muſt ſtreng hen me to ſerve Thee better. 


nr Lord, give me thy that! 0 
known for thine : | am ite ee ( we ryper penow of 
þ- urch) cloathed with filchy Garments ; But Lord givea 


Command chat they may be —— from me, and my Iniquity 


may paſs away, and cloath me with change af Rayment, that 

I may be fit 79 wait an Thee. 

0 "That thou wouldeſt alſo perform the promiſe made to 
Toſhua, in removing che Jaiquity of theLand Real 3. 9. * 


for this. will I Pray, 


22. Redeem trad, 0 G ont of at 


bs troubles. 


make his Church; But ae was a Sinful People (as we 


gare) "though they hall received, infinite Mercies: And Sin 
is the cauſe of 9 O that GOD would remove the 


Iniquity of the Land; then would our Iſrael quickly be re · 


deemed out = hzs troubles. | 
The Lord ha to ſhow Mercy to them that are 


Sorro vful, for _ Solemn Aſſembly, and to whom the Re- 


| proach of it was a Burden Zeph. 2. 18. 


Wnatcas affli&-me , like the deſolation of thy Sanctuary, 


and hat is more inſuportableto me, than the Reproach where - 
Thee. in thy People? O that 


with the Enemy hath 
to ſee tt deliverance of thy Peo- 


Wicked 


- 


7 mote upright 1 In, the more I Wait. 
t 


err e 
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10 Pray for theſe Bleſſings whi 
will tollaw this — cod 


eben nel 1 he lot of the Righteots, vnn Merten 
.theſe days of Ze 


Thou haſt brought meat the knowlodge of the excelleiices 


of thy Church, and to-partake of the *Confſolations; that ſhe 


gives unto all chat are united ro her 


, that I might be fenſible o 


_ her Alfti ion, and my Prayers and Teats might be more 1 | 


quent and fervent, for her deliverance ; I will give the Lord 


-no reſt, till he make Jeruſalem apraiſe in the Earth, and His 


Servant the King a ſtedfaft Pillar to uphold his Truth. © 

It is no new thing for the Church to beunder Perſecution, but 
this is her corntort, that — God may ſuffer the Enemies 
of his truth, _— the ra H as if they would 


ſwallow her up; We talk necbe n nÞyed; becauſe GOD is in 
the midſt ot — 2 | 


Irs ſure 1/rae/ ſhall be redeemed ouvof all his troubles, 
though no poſitive time be ſet down: ſor GOD will have his 


People wait, and by delays be will exercife their Faith und 


TFatience : I nhough David knew that I/#2e/ would be Redeem- 
ed, yet he Frays for it; — 


hat iris acceptable to G 
he has promiſed to give: 1 
pray for that which I am fu 
thou wilſt perform, even the Redemption of thy People; wh 


cies, which have been ever of old: and the fignall deliveran- 
ces, theu wroughteſt for thy People from the Egyptian and 
Babylonian Bondage: Thy power is ſtill the ſame, and can 
thy Mey. be leſs afrer the Manifeſtarion ot thy Son in the 


Fleſh, than it was before his Tncarnario:.? Since Faith in him | 


was {till} ene means by which thy Mercies wete-convoyed., 


Therefore, my Lord, Iwill not lock upon the Deſelarions | 


of chy Church, as if tou didſt mean to deſtroy it; But only, as 
thy de mitben to Satan, to ſift and winnow it, like Wheat, 


* ir may be puret vo thy ſelf: O Let not out Faith fail. 


— + a 431 
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ever Calamities they lye under; Yer will confider thy Mer- 


it were Juſt with Thee, to remove thy Candies 
: AN But Lord 'give us 22 70 divert tharJudge- 


— * — ' | | « 
9 Metttattons: ot 
ment, which is, of all the greateſt: and let that Mercy be con- 
tinued, that our Eyes may ſee our Teachers 
Remember Lord the Reproach, wherewith thy Enemies 
Cave Reproached the footſteps of thy Anointed: Though 
Mas Fe cam yet Bleſs thou and eſtabliſh him upon the Throne 
ein . Righteouſneſs : O make his Ways pleaſing ts Thee that 
his Enemies may be at peace with him: Thou haſt been 
<nleafed to give him many deliverances; and lately thou 
«haſt kept him from falling into the hands of thoſe who 
«ſought his life; by his eſcape after Harceſter Fight] (for which 
all that love him and thy truth ſhall ever. Praiſe thee) Lord 
5 5 that be to — 11 a — 7 him > 1 future 
7 ercies, as mavi he petually recor to thy. TV. 
Fanctifying Afflictions; and making 4 Niesel ang 
means to bring him to his juſt deſirès and expectations: Con- 
 "*yert the Q to the knowledge of thy truth; put thy fear in the 
Hearts of the Royal Family that they mày never want Af- 
e fection to their Brother, and Obedience to their King: Bleſs 
Call his Subjects with the true Knowledge of thy Ways; that 
they may ſee their faillings, Repent, and rtl ©: 
Lord ſearch thy Sheep and ſeck them out, and ſet ſuch Pa- 
Kors over them as may feed them, and not ear up the good 
Paſture themſelves, & tread down the reſidue with their Feet; 
«ſuch as many now, who feed upon that part of thy Word 
{which (they think) belt advances their but what 
makes not for themſelves they trample under foot, not will- 
Aing it ſhould be beneficial to others: But, Lord, ariſe, and 
indicate thy Glory, and let them who are now at eaſe, ſee, 
that thou art Angry with them, becauſe when than wert but 
« litle difpleaſed, 10 . People, they helped forward the 


 *AfMiQtion: But the Lord, I hope, will yet comfort Sion, and 
Build up the walls of Ieraſalem ſo that they ſhall proſper 

A that love it, and be Redeemed from all their treubles. 
here is ſuch infinit advamage in being one of I/rae/,that it 
] 18 not to be comprehended; for every one hath a particular In- 
tereſt in all the Prayers chat are made in general for all the 


Iraet 


but by. the ſenſe 1 have of my own: 


Lon, My Body, Soul and Sprit, 1 have long ſince Ge. 


p — 
: . | — 
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Lo 


other Peoples Fog hos as I wiſh they may of mine: Nonl 
know my troubles but my ſelf; Nor, the troubles of others, 


fervently for them as for my ſelf, but ſtill with true Sub- 
miſſion: - For, perhaps the way to tedeem me from my trou- 


bles, is ſtill to encompals me about with them: Thy will be 
done O Lord, for 1 deſire no Redemption but what my dear 


Saviour hach purchaſed, who ſhed his Blood to redeem my 
Soul from Hell, but not my life from trouble, for we are a- 


pointed thereunto: let my troubles their, be never ſo great 


they ſhall not move me, only towards Thee : for they ate the 
Shepherds Rod, to bring home the wandring Sheep. 
vet fince L am taught to pray; that thy Vrael may be Re- 


deemed out of all- his troubles, and I hope I am one of thy 
I/rael, may I not pray to be Releemed from my own troubles ? 


With thy permiſhon Lord 1 wi | | GP 
Thou Kaoweſt, . my greateſt trouble is, that 1 have given 


_ thee reaſon to be diſpleaſed with me, and yet thou haſt been 


Mercifull as if I had never Sinned againſt thee: how can 
£ be but troubled that I live ſo unſutably to thy tranſcendent 


Grace: I am + troubled, for the Reproach 1 ſufter, and for 


many other rhings, from which Thou canſt deliver me, if thou 
Tegſt fit. | me Submiſſion ; For my Comfort is, 
that the Opinion of the World makes no Impreſſion upon thee: 
Teach me to live like one of thine, and then 1 may be confi- 
dent thou wilt Redeem me our of all my. Troubles. 8 

Thou haſſ ht me once again, to Tee the beginning of 
a new Lear let me put off the old man with the old 


Pear, and put on the new man: As the laſt. Vear hath made 
me bettet, :( which I acknowledge to thy Glory ſo let the 
enſuing 

life, perfect What thou haſt begun, in 
race, and ſo attain that Glory which will be the true Jubilie , 


days, Months, or Years, Thou pleaſeſt to add to my 
5 2 | Then "ſhall 1 grow in 


to. Redeem me out of all my Troubles. 


be 25th. Plalm. 47 


© T/rort of GOD, and thus] hope 1 ſhall receive the benefit of 


will therefore Pray us 


* A 
— — — 
I — 
. 


1 bene wh 


ted WO therefore as the Fruits N 
Nl gift for the hew Year: As thou art pleaſed 
© 20 increaſe, th ſol Mig thankfulne$, and wil 
"© continually- offer thee a Sactifice of Praiſe: I cannot give ii 
| 3 Latab without blemiſh, Holinefs-and perfett obedience; 4 
Will giee Fairb, Repentance, and Love: and yer, thefemuſt 
come from thee: I have nothing of my own but Sin; O that 
could part with all the Intereſt T have i in that; and then, 
hou wouldeſt give me wholly * ſelf; e [wills 
Ak W edernore. Amen. 


_ l 


* 
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Ended, at ry — 5 Are 
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